The History of Cathay Pacific 


Chapter 1: The Beginning (1946) 


Cathay Pacific was officially born in 1946, founded by two ex-Air Force pilots, 
Roy Farrell and Sydney de Kantzow. They spotted an opportunity to fly much- 
needed goods from Australia into China at the end of the Second World War. 
They bought a Douglas DC-3 plane, nicknamed ‘Betsy’. The name ‘Cathay 
Pacific’ originates from Roy Farrell’s sense of ambition - that the new airline 
would one day cross the vast Pacific Ocean from China. 


Chapter 2: Growth and Expansion (1959 - 1967) 


After steady beginnings, Cathay Pacific acquired rival Hong Kong Airways in 
1959. This acquisition allowed Cathay Pacific to gain additional traffic rights 
to Japan and Australia, adding Darwin, Sydney, Tokyo, and Taipei to the 
network. The first aircraft to offer a premium cabin were introduced to the 
fleet this year. By 1968, Cathay Pacific had an all-jet fleet. 


Chapter 3: Entering the Jet Age (1962 - 1970) 


Cathay Pacific bought its first Convair 880 in 1962. This ‘sporty’ aircraft was 
popular with pilots, and flying the sectors quicker meant that Cathay Pacific 
could expand its regional network to new destinations. In 1970, Cathay 
Pacific opened its first-ever lounge at Kai Tak Airport. The same year, they 
also published the first edition of Discovery - their inflight magazine. 


Chapter 4: The Cargo Era (1976 - 1979) 


In 1976, one of Cathay Pacific's Boeing 707s was converted into an all- 
freighter configuration. In 1979, Cathay Pacific's first Boeing 747 arrived in 
Hong Kong. The 747 propelled Cathay Pacific from a regional carrier to a 
global player with a long-haul network. 


Chapter 5: New Heights (1983 - Present) 


In 1983, Betsy, Cathay Pacific’s first-ever aircraft, arrived back in Hong Kong 
after a restoration in Australia. Today, Cathay Pacific operates a fleet 
consisting of Airbus A321neo, Airbus A330, Airbus A350, and Boeing 777 
aircraft. Cathay Pacific and its subsidiaries have scheduled passenger and 
cargo services to over 190 destinations and more than 60 countries 
worldwide. 


This is a brief overview of the history of Cathay Pacific. Each chapter in this 
book would delve deeper into these events, providing a comprehensive look 
at the growth and evolution of this world-leading airline. 
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